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Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
 

General developments 

 

In a decree issued on 9 June, President Pierre 

Nkurunziza announced new election dates as 

follows: Communal Councils (conseils communaux) 

and Members of Parliament (députés) on 29 June; 

Presidential on 15 July; and Senatorial on 24 July. 

 

In a decree dated 30 May but made public this 

week, President Nkurunziza announced that the 

National Independent Electoral Commission (CENI) 

could function with only three of its five members, 

two members having resigned and fled the country. 

 

Controversy continued over the role of political 

dialogue mediator Said Djinnit, UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-Moon’s Special Envoy for the 

Great Lakes Region. Members of Burundi’s 

political opposition and civil society have called for his replacement, while the international 

community has expressed their support for his continuation. Reports circulating on 11 June that 

Special Envoy Djinnit had resigned were not confirmed by his office, while the only statement 

from the Special Envoy’s office made no reference to a resignation. 

 

The General Prosecutor announced on 10 June that it was refusing an appeal for private radio 

and television stations Radio Publique Africaine (RPA), Isanganiro, Bonesha, Renaissance and 

Humuriza (based in Gitega and partner with Iwacu) to resume activities. For its part, Amnesty 

International warned on 10 June that escalating threats against journalists and other media 

workers in the past week were worrying signs that journalism in Burundi had become 

increasingly dangerous since an attempted coup last month.  
 

Humanitarian developments 

 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein on 9 June expressed 

alarm at the increasingly violent and threatening actions by a pro-government militia in Burundi, 

saying “they could tip an already extremely tense situation over the edge.” He urged authorities 

to take immediate and concrete measures to rein them in. To respond to human rights concerns, 

the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has established phone numbers for 

the public. Queries in Kirundi and Swahili can be addressed to: 22 20 58 16 or 76 12 58 16, 

while queries in French and English can be addressed to 22 20 58 17 or 76 12 58 17. It should be 

noted that the calls are not free of charge. 

 

http://presidence.gov.bi/IMG/pdf/decret_177.pdf
http://presidence.gov.bi/IMG/pdf/decret_171.pdf
http://www.ungreatlakes.unmissions.org/Portals/ungreatlakes/Press%20Releases/PRESS%20STATEMENT%20ON%20BURUNDI%20-%20(PS3%20-%2010.06.2015)%20-%20ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2015/06/burundi-media-clampdown-intensifies-after-coup-attempt/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E


 

 

The cholera situation in Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province, southern Burundi, 

remains stable, with 78 cumulative cases (including six deaths) having been reported on 11 June, 

with five new cases having been reported in the past week in Bukeye, and no new cases having 

been reported in the past week in Kabonga. Earlier reports of a cholera outbreak in neighboring 

Rutana Province proved to be inaccurate. 

 

Following rapid assessment missions conducted from 28-30 May (see Flash Update #11), two in-

depth inter-agency assessment missions are currently underway: one in Kirundo Province, in 

northern Burundi, led by Concern, UNICEF and WFP, to determine the state of food security and 

nutrition in the region; the other to Kabonga Commune in Makamba Province, southern Burundi, 

to follow up on reports of displaced people. Preliminary results are expected in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Regional impact 

 

The European Commission announced on 8 June that it was releasing €3 million to meet the 

needs for assistance and protection of the increasing number of Burundian refugees in 

neighboring Tanzania. A mission to the region led by ECHO's Director of Operations Jean-Louis 

De Brouwer is taking place from 9-12 June to assess the humanitarian situation and the European 

Commission’s ongoing response. The news followed an announcement on 1 June by the UN 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) that it was releasing US$15 million to support life-

saving relief work for thousands of Burundian refugees in Rwanda and Tanzania with the hope 

of kick-starting funding of the $207 million Regional Refugee Response Plan for up to 200,000 

Burundian refugees until September 2015. Nearly 100,000 Burundians have sought asylum in 

neighboring countries since the beginning of April 2015. 
 

 

Background 

 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President 

Pierre Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has 

been in office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a 

third term was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and 

Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an 

appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was 

eligible for re-election – although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. 

A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was 

at an East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the 

current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the 

country. 
 

* * * 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at 
conwaym@un.org. To receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at 

http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/ocha-eastern-africaflash-update-11-elections-crisis-burundi-and-regional-impact-6
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-provides-additional-aid-burundi-refugees-tanzania_en
http://reliefweb.int/report/united-republic-tanzania/un-emergency-fund-releases-15-million-support-thousands-fleeing
http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://bit.ly/1lunDLk

